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Greetings from Mother Gabriella

If you seek to be healed, take care of your conscience and do
what it tells you.

He who seeks the Grace of God and the gifts of the Holy Spirit,
has to practice the commandments.

He who prays physically without understanding is like the blind
man who cried, “Son of David have mercy on me.” But the man who
has his spiritual eyes open worships Him as Lord and God.

Listen to your conscience and get understanding of the com-
mandments.

By keeping the commandments receive the Holy Spirit, have
the eyes of your soul opened and see the beauty of God.” By having our
eyes opened, we see not only the beauty of God but also our infirmities,
and how small and weak we are without His Grace.

With this in mind, we are compelled to thank God for you, and
thank all of you for your faithful and constant support, even though
some of you have never visited the monastery, other have not come for
many years. We are constantly in awe of your selfless generosity, which
is proof of the presence of God dwelling in your hearts.

We thank you and assure you, once again, of our gratitude and
humble prayers for you before the Almighty God.

As the Feast of the Dormition is approaching fast, we pray that
we will see as many of you as are able to come and pray together with
us on this glorious feast of the Mother of God.

May you always be blessed.

ﬁzt/;er Z%a[n’e/fa
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The Kingdom of the Holy Spirit
Fr. John Konkle

We begin the Divine Liturgy with the words, “Blessed is the kingdom
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, ...” The kingdom of God
is Trintarian, and at Pentecost—on the Feast of the Descent of the Holy Spir-
it—we are invited to focus our attention on the relationship of the Holy Spirit
to the kingdom.

In the Gospels we read that St. John the Forerunner came preaching,
“Repent, for the kingdom of God is near (Mt 3:2). Jesus followed soon there-
after not, as we might have anticipated, presenting himself as the fulfillment
of St. John’s words but rather preaching the same message, “Repent, for the
kingdom of God is near” (Mt 4:17). During his earthly ministry, Jesus offers
a wide variety of parables explaining what the kingdom is like and teaching us
how to enter it. But when he sends out the disciples to preach, he tells them to
preach the same message, “Repent, for the kingdom of God is near” (Mt 10:7).

The kingdom of God remains near but not present throughout the
Gospels, including after the resurrection, until the disciples, who have become
apostles (sent ones), are proclaiming the good news in Jerusalem, in all Judea
and Samaria, and even to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:9). They do not preach
that the kingdom is near, but they preach the kingdom as a present reality
(8:12; 14:22; 19:8; 20:25). The Book of Acts closes with St. Paul in Rome
under house arrest “declaring the kingdom of God” first to the Jews (28:23),
and then to the Gentiles, which is described in this way:

He lived there [under house arrest in Rome] two whole years at his
own expense, and welcomed all who came to him, proclaiming the
kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all
boldness and without hindrance. (28:30-31)

How did the followers of Christ move from anticipating the kingdom
to /iving the kingdom? The transition from the kingdom being near to the
kingdom being present begins in the first chapter of Acts. There we read that

Jesus “after his suffering, presented himself alive to [the apostles] by many



SUMMER 2024 5
proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of
God” (1:3). St. Luke then informs us that the content of Jesus’ teaching about
the kingdom was that the disciples would be baptized by the Holy Spirit (1:5).
They completely ignore Jesus’ instruction and ask instead—with their final
words before he ascends—“Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to
Israel?” (1:6). Jesus responds to their confused inquiry with a reminder of the
promise and power of the Holy Spirit: “you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you” (1.8). Itis as if they are speaking at cross-purposes;
when the disciples are talking about the kingdom, Jesus is speaking about the
Holy Spirit. How are we to understand this impasse? How does it get resolved?

In spite of Jesus’ teaching throughout the Gospels and for forty days
after his resurrection, the disciples stubbornly think of the kingdom in external
terms—as an earthly reign where the lion lies down with the lamb (Is 11:6),
where the child plays by the hole of the asp (Is 11:8), where swords are ham-
mered into plowshares (Is 2:4), and—maybe most importantly—where Israel
is not living under the Roman occupying force. The Old Testament articulates
this vision of a just and harmonious world, and this is what all Israel, indeed,
all humans, yearn for. We want things to be set right in the world around us,
where sorrow and suffering are replaced with joy and health. It seems, howev-
er, that the intense longing for the world to be set right is precisely what blinds
us from our Lord’s offer to set us right.

The tension between Jesus associating the kingdom with the Holy
Spirit and the disciples associating it with world peace and justice is resolved
when the Spirit is poured out upon the disciples in the form of fiery tongues
(Acts 2:1-4). The scales fall from their eyes, and their lives are transformed.
The kingdom lived and proclaimed by the apostles as a present reality lacks
the slightest hint of it having anything to do with the restoration of Israel,
with which they were so concerned on the day of the ascension, or with any-
thing external. Nowhere, on any occasion, do the apostles direct their preach-
ing toward the transformation of the world outside ourselves, but instead they
preach an internal transformation—a transformation that they identify with
the kingdom that Jesus was teaching: “the kingdom of God is within you” (Lk
17:21).
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Throughout his letters, St. Paul emphasizes the living and present real-
ity of the inner kingdom brought about and nurtured by the Holy Spirit. To the
Romans and the Galations he explains that “the kingdom of God is not a mat-
ter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit” (Rom 14:17). Righteousness, peace and joy are character qualities, in-
ternal realities that withstand the onslaught of external trials, inconveniences,
sufferings, and ultimately even death. They are the fruit of the Spirit—the fruit
produced in us by the Holy Spirit: “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, good-
ness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” (Gal 5:22-23). St. Paul goes
on to say, “Against such things there is no law” (Gal 5:23). His point is quite
simple: even the coercive powers of the state cannot take the fruit of the Spirit
away from us. This is a power, a force, that the world knows nothing of. The
world cannot give it, and the world cannot take it away.

To the Corinthians, St. Paul says, “For the kingdom of God is not in
word but in power” (1 Corinthians 4:20). Talk is easy but it doesn’t hold up
under life’s pressures and trials. The power St. Paul has in mind is one that
enables us to live sexually controlled lives, with freedom from destructive
and judgmental relationships with those outside the Church, and at peace with
those within the Church (1 Cor 5-6), all because “[our] body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit within [us]” (1 Cor 6:19). In short, the personalized power of the
Holy Spirit frees us from being controlled by our self-destructive passions—
not by self-reliance, but by the indwelling of God himself, in the person of the
Holy Spirit.

There is for us, every bit as much as there was for the disciples, a
tendency to look outside ourselves for the source of our troubles, and for the
solution to them. Jesus warned us about this: “They will say to you, ‘Look,
there!” or ‘Look, here!” Do not go out or follow them” (Lk 17:23). Hoping to
have our inner lives flourish by having our external circumstances change is
the fundamental lie of Satan. It is the ultimate expression of not taking respon-
sibility for our inner life, our character. Don’t go looking outside yourself for
the kingdom, Jesus told his followers, but instead look inside; that is where we
will find the kingdom, planted there as a potent seed by the Holy Spirit.

This power of the kingdom of God that St. Paul is preaching is the

same power which Christ practiced and preached:
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You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their
great ones exercise authority over them. It shall not be so among you.
But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and
whoever would be first among you must be your slave, even as the
Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as
a ransom for many.” (Mt 20:25-28)

Worldly coercive power is to be supplanted by self-sacrificial service.
Followers of Christ, empowered by the indwelling Holy Spirit, experience and
exhibit greatness as self-offering and self-emptying love toward others. For
“the love of God has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who
has been given to us” (Rom 5:5), and “the law of the Spirit of life has set [us]
free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death” (Rom 8:2). With this free-
dom to love, we have died to the isolation of self-interest and have been raised
to the Trinitarian communal life embedded not only in our hearts individually
but so also in our ecclesial communal life where we are “being equipped for
the work of service for the building up of the body of Christ until we all attain
to the unity of the faith and knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man,
to the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ” (Eph 4:12-13). In this
way, the power of the Holy Spirit is manifested in glorifying Christ, making
him known to an ailing world, just as he said was to happen (Jn 16:14). The
kingdom of the Spirit is the kingdom of the Son.

”The law of the Spirit of life” is “written not with ink but with the
Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.
(2 Cor 3:3). The letter that kills by a burdensome legalism and a coercive judg-
mentalism has been overthrown by the Spirit who gives life (2 Cor 3:6). Even
as the Holy Spirit conceived the eternal Word of God in the womb of Mary
(Mt 1:18, 20; Lk 1:35), so too the Spirit of Life conceives the very same Son
of God within us (Jn3:5,8; ¢f. Mt 3:11; Mk 1:8; Lk3:16; Acts 8:15-18). The
kingdom of God is within us because the King has been born in the odorous
manger of our hearts, making us sons of the Most High in virtue of our spiri-
tual birth. “And because [we] are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into
our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!”’(Gal 4:6). The kingdom of the Spirit is the
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kingdom of the Son is the kingdom of the Father. The kingdom of God mani-
fest in our hearts is a Trinitarian kingdom. It is the fulfillment of Jesus’ prayer
that we would be united to the Holy Trinity and partakers of divine love

(Jn 17:20-26).

Receiving the power of the Holy Spirit, then, is nothing less than the
establishment of an inner kingdom, where Christ the King himself reigns, and
where we come to experience ourselves as children of the Father. The apostles
are not preaching that the lion will lie down with the lamb but that our inner
roaring lion of anger will be tamed by the Lamb who was slain from the foun-
dation of the world. They are not preaching that the child will play by the hole
of the asp, but that the self-deception of our inner serpent will be enlightened
by child-like humility. They are not preaching that swords will be repurposed
as plowshares, but that our aggressive compulsion for dominance over others
will be reforged into the cultivation of fertile soil in our hearts.

The Spirit-infused inner freedom from the bondage of our passions
is precisely what allows the kingdom in our hearts not to be isolated, severed
from communal life, but rather to be the passageway into the self-emptying
love that unites us with one another, which is most beautifully expressed in the
Divine Liturgy. And entrance into the Divine Liturgy as kingdom isn’t simply
made by passing through the doors from the narthex into the nave, but rather
by each and every participant entering through the inner kingdom within their
hearts into the blessed communion with the Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit, where we are all united with one another with the inseparable bond of

divine love.

FALL WORK DAY

NOVEMBER 02, 2024

TIME: 10:00 AM TO 4:00 PM
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Homily on the Feast of the Dormition
Archbishop DANIEL
15 August 2023

Your Eminence, Mother Gabriella, dear Fathers, Mothers, Sisters and
Brothers,

Today we join with the Church in celebrating a most important feast,
dedicated to the Ever-Pure and Most-Blessed Virgin Mary, the One who gave
birth to God the Word; the feast of the Dormition, her falling asleep. In es-
sence, we are celebrating the moment when, at the end of her natural earthly
life, the Mother of God was taken into Heaven, which is to say, into the glory
of eternal life, to live forever in total communion with God.

And so, we have journeyed here today, from near and from far, on pil-
grimage to this holy monastery which glories in this feast. And we join Mother
Gabriella and the monastic sisterhood which celebrates this feast as a second
Pascha; a second bright and joyous celebration of the Lord’s Paschal victory
over death, a victory which is revealed in the falling asleep of His own pure
mother.

As we know, the feast of the Dormition is not mentioned in the Holy
Scriptures, but this does not lessen its importance or its significance in the
life of the Church. Rather, it is a feast that is born of the lived experience and
prayer and reflection of the Church, guided by the inspiration of the Most Holy
Spirit. The holy Apostles were eyewitnesses then they passed their first-hand
experience to the Church—as the Church Fathers did after them—and it con-
tinues to be passed down to the Church to this day.

Saint John of Damascus, in his first sermon, speaks of this momentous
event in the life of the Theotokos: “It was fitting that she, who has kept her
virginity intact in childbirth, should keep her own body free from all corrup-
tion after death. It was fitting that she who had carried the Creator as a child,
should dwell in the divine tabernacles. It was fitting that the spouse, whom
the Father has taken unto Himself, should live in the divine mansions. It was
fitting that she, who has seen her Son put upon a cross and who had thereby
received into her heart the sword of sorrow which she had escaped when giv-
ing birth to Him, should look upon Him as He sits with the Father. It was fitting
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that God's mother should possess what belongs to her Son, and that she should
be honored by every creature as the Mother and the handmaid of God.”

Closer to out own days, St John of Kronstadt also speaks of the feast
we are gathered here to celebrate: “Today the Holy Church solemnly glorifies
the honorable Dormition or translation of the Mother of God from earth to
heaven. A wonderful translation, a peaceful translation. Her soul is taken up
in the divine hands of her Son and carried up into heavenly abode, accom-
panied by the sweet singing of angels. And then, her most pure body is trans-
ferred by the apostles to Gethemane where it is honorably buried, and on the
third day is taken up to heaven. We see this on the icon of the Dormition of the
Theotokos. On this icon is represented the life-bearing body of the Theotokos
laying on a bier, surrounded by the apostles and in the center of the icon the
Lord is holding in His hands the most-pure soul of the Theotokos. The trans-
lation of the Mother of God is an example and model for the translation in
general of the souls of Christians to the other world.”

In these two passages we are reminded of the glories and graces of the

Mother of God in her life, in her falling asleep and in its meaning for us.
At the end of the Gospel that was just read (the same Gospel that is read at
most feast of the Mother of God) we hear: “And it happened, as Jesus spoke
these things, that a certain woman from the crowd raised her voice and said
to Him ‘Blessed is the womb that bore You, and the breasts which nursed You!’
But He said, ‘More than that, blessed are those who hear the word of God and
keep it!’”

On first hearing, these words, proclaimed on a day when we seek to
honor and glorify Mary, the Mother of God, may sound odd. It may seem that,
somehow, the Lord is being dismissive of the one who gave birth to Him—and
of her role and place in His salvific mission. It might seem that the Lord is
saying “yes, the one who bore Me and nursed Me is blessed, but even more
blessed than she are those who hear the word of God and keep it.”

Of course, this is not what is being said. Rather, hearing the words, we
recognize that above all others, it is Mary, the Mother of God, the Birthgiver of
God, who more than anyone else, has heard the word of God and kept it. She,
as the first and foremost and most faithful disciple of her Son has listened to

God’s word and kept it. It is Mary who is unsurpassed in knowing and accept-
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ing God’s will and responding to it with her entire being.

We see Mary’s role in keeping God’s word and accepting His will
from the very beginning, as it is related in the first chapter of St Luke’s Gospel:
“Now, in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
House of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And having come in, the angel
said to her ‘Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you, blessed are you
among women!’ But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and
considered what manner of greeting this was” (1:26-38). The angel goes on
to tell her she has found favor with God, that she will give birth to a Son who
will be called Jesus. And that He will be given the throne of His Father David.
And Mary said to the angel: “How can this be, since I do not know a man?”
And the angel answered and said to her: “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy
One Who is to be born will be called the Son of God. Now, indeed, Elizabeth
your relative has also conceived a son in her old age,; For with and this is now
the sixth month for her who was called barren. For with God nothing will be
impossible.” Then Mary said: “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be
to me according to your word.”

At this moment, when all creation holds its breath awaiting and listen-
ing for her answer, Mary hears the Lord speaking to her through the voice of
the Archangel. She understands that what is to transpire is God’s will. And she
says her yes. “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according
to your word.” Fiat. Let it be done as you have said.

Luke continues to narrate this life-changing moment in the life of the
one who we honor today. Mary, just after conceiving the now incarnate God
through the work of the Holy Spirit, goes to visit her elderly relative Elizabeth,
who is also miraculously expecting a child. In this meeting filled with the Holy
Spirit, Mary expresses her joy with the Canticle of the Magnificat, because she
has become fully aware of the meaning of the great things that are being ac-
complished in her life: through her, everything that her people were expecting
is brought to fulfillment. Elizabeth greets Mary with these words: “blessed are
you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb” and “and blessed

is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to
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her from the Lord” (Lk1:45). Blessed is she who believed. Blessed for all

generations. Blessed for her faith. We see this in Mary throughout the Gospels.
Throughout the Gospels we observe the truest source of Mary’s greatness and
her blessedness: her faith; her trust; her obedience.

When the shepherds come to honor the newborn King of the Jews,
when the wise men come from the East, when she must flee with her child into
Egypt, when Jesus is lost in the Temple speaking with the elders, she believes.
As her Son performs His first miracle at Cana, she believes. When she sees
Jesus teaching and preaching and performing great miracles, even facing hate
and opposition, she believes. And ultimately, she stands beneath the Cross as
her dear Son pours out His blood for the salvation of the world, she still be-
lieves, trusts and bows to the will of God. She still says: Yes.

It is Mary’s deep and abiding faith which enables us to grasp the full
meaning of her life: as the mercy of the Lord is with her, she could not “know
the corruption of the sepulcher, she who begot the Lord of Life.” It is her life,
her role in our salvation, her falling asleep, and her entrance into the glory of
her Son that we celebrate today. We are looking to her as an example, seeking
her prayers and protection. Asking her to pray for us that we, too, like her may
one day be called by her divine Son into the glories of the Kingdom.

Today, let us pray together, as our journey on this earth unfolds, that
Mary, the most-pure Theotokos, will tern her merciful eye towards us, light the
way before us, point us to our true destination, and bring us to her Son. In the
prayerful words of St Gregory Palamas,

O divine and heavenly Virgin, how can I express all things which pertain to
you? The memory alone sanctifies whoever keeps it and a simple drawing near
to you makes the mind ever brighter. Richly, therefore, bestow your mercies
and your graces upon all your people. Dispel the perils that menace us. Uplift
us all by your might. Measure out your help and healing in proportion to our
needs, giving great grace to our souls and bodies. An although we may be
incapable of proclaiming the abundance of your holiness, grant us to do so
that being healed and satisfied by your grace, we may glorify the pre-eternal
word who was incarnate of you for our sakes. Together with His Father Who
is without beginnings, and the all-holy, good , and life-giving Spirit, always,

now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
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fmparitia Sfantului Duh
Fr John Konkle

Sfanta Liturghie incepe cu “Binecuvantati este Imparatia Tatilui si
a Fiului si a Sfantului Duh...” imparitia lui Dumnezeu este trinitara si la Ru-
salii—la praznicul Pogorarii Sfantului Duh—suntem invitati sd ne indreptam
atentia asupra legdturii dintre Sfantul Duh si Imparatie.

Evanghelia ne spune ca loan Botezatorul a venit sa propovaduiasca,
”Pocaiti-va, caci s-a apropiat Tmparatia cerurilor” (Matei 3:2). Curand dupa
aceasta lisus s-a aratat, nu cum s-ar crede, pentru a indeplini cuvintele lui loan,
ci pentru a propovadui acelasi lucru: ”Pocaiti-va, caci s-a apropiat imparatia
cerurilor” (Matei 4:17). Pe durata propovaduirii lui pe pamant, lisus ofera o
varietate larga de parabole explicand ce este imparatia si cum se poate intra in
ea. Apoi cand ii trimite pe ucenicii lui sa propovaduiasca, le spune sa foloseas-
ca acelasi mesaj, ”’S-a apropiat Imparatia cerurilor” (Matei 10:7).

in Evanghelii imparitia lui Dumnezeu este aproape dar nu prezentd,
inclusiv dupa Iniltare, pana cand ucenicii, care au devenit apostoli, marturi-
sesc pe lisus 1n lerusalim, in Tudeea si in Samaria si pana la marginea paman-
tului (Fapte 1:8). Ei nu propovaduiesc ca imparatia este aproape, ci imparatia
ca o realitate prezenta (8:12; 14:22; 19:8; 20:25). Cartea Faptelor se incheie
cu Pavel la Roma marturisind despre impdratia lui Dumnezeu intéi evreilor
si apoi paganilor, si este descrisa astfel: ’lar Pavel a ramas doi ani intregi in
casa luatd de el cu chirie, si primea pe toti care veneau la el, propovaduind
imparatia lui Dumnezeu si invatand cele despre Domnul lisus Hristos, cu toata
indrazneala si fard nici o piedica” (Fapte 28:30-31).

Cum au trecut ucenicii Mantuitorului de la anticiparea Imparatiei la
trairea in Tmparatie? Tranzitia de la Tmparatia care se apropie, la Imparatia
care este prezenta incepe cu primul capitol din Fapte. lisus, ”dupa patima Sa
prin multe semne doveditoare, aratandu-li-Se timp de patruzeci de zile si vor-
bind cele despre imparatia lui Dumnezeu” (Fapte 1:3). Sfantul Luca ne spune
apoi cd Invataturile lui lisus despre imparatie se referd la faptul ca ucenicii
vor fi botezati cu Duhul Sfant (Fapte 1:5). lar ei, ignorand total indemnurile
lui lisus, intreaba—ultimele lor cuvinte inainte de indltarea Lui—"Doamne,

oare 1n acest timp vei aseza Tu, la loc, imparatia lui Israel?” (Fapte 1:6). lisus
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raspunde la aceastd intrebare amintindu-le de promisiune si puterea Sfantului
Duh, ”Ci veti lua putere, venind Duhul Sfant peste voi” (Fapte 1:8). Pare ca ei
vorbesc despre lucruri diferite; cand ucenicii vorbesc despre imparatie, lisus
vorbeste despre Duhul Sfant. Cum sa intelegem oare acest impas?

Cu toate cd lisus propovaduieste in toate evangheliile si de asemenea
pentru patruzeci de zile dupa inaltare, ucenicii continua sa considere imparatia
ca fiind de natura externa—ca in timpuri de demult unde lupul va locui impre-
una cu mielul (Is 11:6), unde pruncul se va juca pe langa culcusul viperei (Is
11:8), unde sabiile se vor transforma in fier de pluguri (Is 2:4), dar mai ales—si
poate cel mai important—unde Israel nu va trdi sub ocupatia Romanilor. Ve-
chiul Testament exprima clar aceasta viziune a unei lumi armonioase si drepte,
si de fapt asta este la tot ceea ce Israel, si de fapt toti oamenii, aspird. Noi dorim
ca toate lucrurile in jurul nostru sa fie corecte, unde tristetea si suferinta sa fie
inlocuite cu bucurie si sanatate. Se pare insa cé aceasta dorinta pentru ca lumea
sa fie pusa in ordine este exact ceea ce ne face orbi la oferta Mantuitorului de
a ne pune pe noi in ordine.

Tensiunea dintre lisus asociind impdardtia cu Duhul Sfant si ucenicii
asociind-o cu pace si dreptate, se [amureste atunci cand Duhul se pogoara asu-
pra ucenicilor sub forma de limbi de foc (Fapte 2:1-4). Si ochii lor s-au deschis
si viata lor s-a schimbat. Imparitia propovaduita si triita de apostoli ca o
realitate prezentd, nu are nici o umbra de legatura cu restaurarea [sraelului, sau
cu orice altceva extern, lucru de care erau atat de Ingrijorati in ziua inaltarii.
Nici unde si cu nici 0 ocazie nu propovaduiesc apostolii despre transformarea
lumii din afara noastra, ci ei propovaduiesc o transformare internd—o trans-
formare asemanatoare cu cea pe care o propovaduia lisus: “imparatia lui Dum-
nezeu este Tnduntrul vostru” (Luca 17:21).

In toate scrisorile lui, Sf Pavel scoate in evidentd actuala si via rea-
litate a Tmpardtiei interioare venitd si hranitd de Duhul Sfant. Galatenilor si
Romanilor le explica ca “impdrdtia lui Dumnezeu nu este mancare si bautura,
ci dreptate si pace si bucurie in Duhul Sfant” (Rom 14:17). Dreptatea, pacea
si bucuria sunt calitati de caracter, realitati interne, care rezistd la atacurile
din exterior, la neajunsuri, suferinte si in cele din urma moarte. Ele sunt roa-
dele Duhului—roadele care sunt in noi de la Duhul Sfant: ”dragostea, bucu-

ria, pacea, indelunga-rabdarea, bunatatea, facerea de bine, credinta, blandetea,
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infranarea, curatia” (Gal %:22-23). Mai departe Sf Pavel spune: “tmpotriva
unora ca acestea nu este lege” (Gal 5:23). Ceea ce spune el este simplu: nici
chiar puterile statului nu pot lua de la noi roadele Duhului. Aceasta este o pu-
tere despre care lumea nu stie nimic. Lumea nu o poate da si nu o poate lua.
Corintenilor, Sf Pavel le spune, ”Caci imparatia lui Dumnezeu nu sta in cuvant
ci in putere” (1 Cor 4:20). A vorbi este usor dar nu rezista la presiunile si in-
cercarile vietii. Puterea de care vorbeste Sf Pavel este aceea care face posibild
o0 viata sexuala controlata, lipsita de legaturi destructive si sententioase cu cei
din afara Bisericii si in pace cu cei din cadrul Bisericii (1Cor 5-6)., toate pentru
ca trupul vostru este templu al Duhului Sfant care este in voi” (1Cor 6:19).
Pe scurt, puterea Sfantului Duh in fiecare din noi ne elibereazd de controlul
patimilor distrugatoare—nu prin propria noastra incredere, ci prin Dumnezeu
Insuti care silasluieste in Sfantul Duh.

Asa cum a fost pentru apostoli, tendinta noastra este sa privim cauzele
si rezolvarea necazurilor noastre in afara noastra. lisus insa ne-a avertizat: ’Si
vor zice voud: ‘lata este acolo; iatd este aici; nu va duceti si nu va luati dupa
ei’” (Luca 17:23). Speranta ca viata noastra sa fie infloritoare daca circum-
stantele exterioare se schimba, este de fapt minciuna fundamentala a satanei.
Este expresia suprema a iresponsabilitatii pentru viata noastra sufleteasca, ca-
racterul nostru. Si nu cautam in exterior imparitia, le spune lisus celor care i1
urmau, ci sa ne uitdm in interior; acolo vom afla imparatia, plantata acolo de
catre Duhul Sfant.

Aceasta putere a Imparatiei lui Dumnezeu despre care propovaduies-
te Sf Pavel este aceiasi pe care a propovaduit-o lisus, ”Stiti cd ocarmuitorii
neamurilor domnesc peste ele si cei mari le stapanesc. Nu tot asa va fi intre voi,
ci care intre voi va vrea sa fie mare, sa fie slujitorul vostru. Si care intre voi va
vrea sa fie Intaiul sa va fie voua slugd. Dupa cum si Fiul Omului n-a venit sa
I se slujeasca, ci ca sa slujeasca El si sa 1si dea sufletul rascumpdarare pentru
multi” (Matei 20:25-28).

Puterea de constrangere din lume este inlocuita cu sacrificiul personal
de a servi. Cei care urmeaza pe Hristos, imputerniciti de Sfantul Duh care
sdlagluieste n ei dau dovada de multd dedicatie si de daruire pentru cei din
jur. Pentru ca “iubirea lui Dumnezeu s-a varsat 1n inimile noastre, prin Duhul

=

Stant, Cel daruit noua” (Rom 5:5), si ’legea duhului vietii in Hristos lisus m-a
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liberat de legea pacatului” (Rom 8:2). Cu aceasta libertate de a iubi, murim
izolarii intereselor personale si suntem ridicati la viata impreuna cu Trinitatea
care se gaseste in sufletul nostru ca indivizi ci si in viata comuna bisericeasca,
”Spre desavarsirea sfintilor, la lucrul slujirii, la zidirea trupului lui Hristos,
pand vom ajunge toti la unitatea credintei si a cunoasterii Fiului lui Dumnezeu,
la starea barbatului desavarsit, la masura varstei deplinatatii lui Hristos” (Efes.
4:12-13). In felul acesta, puterea Sfantului Duh se manifesta prin slavirea lui
Dumnezeu, prin a-L face cunoscut unei lumi suferinde, asa cum a spus ca se
va intampla (Ioan 16:14). imparitia Duhului este imparatia Fiului.

Legea Duhului este ”scrisa nu cu cerneald, ci cu Duhul Dumnezeului
celui Viu, nu pe table de piatra, ci pe tablele de carne ale inimii” (2Cor 3:3). Li-
tera care omoara cu legalismul si judecata opresiva a fost rasturnata de Duhul
care da viatd. (2 Cor 3:6). Asa precum Duhul Sfant a conceput pe Dumnezeu
Cuvantul in pantecele Mariei (Matei 1:18,20), la fel Duhul Vietii concepe in
noi acelasi Fiu al lui Dumnezeu (Ioan 3:5,8). Imparitia lui Dumnezeu este in
noi pentru ci Imparatul s-a niscut in ieslea urdt mirositoare a sufletului nostru,
facandu-ne pe noi, in virtutea nasterii noastre spirituale, fii ai Celui mai Inalt.
” Si pentru ca sunteti fii, a trimis Dumnezeu pe Duhul Fiului Sau in inimile
noastre, care strig, Avva Parinte!” (Gal 4:6). Imparitia Duhului este imparitia
Fiului, este imparatia Tatalui. imparatia lui Dumnezeu din inimile noastre este
o Tmparatie Trinitard. Este implinirea rugéciunii lui lisus ca toti sa fim uniti cu
Stanta Treime si sa fim partasi dragostei divine (Ioan 17:20-26).

Pentru a primi Duhul Sfant nu este altceva decéat stabilirea unei im-
paritii interioare, acolo unde Insusi Hristos domneste si unde ne regasim fii
ai Parintelui. Apostolii propovaduiesc ca leul va sta alaturi de miel, dar leul
care urla in interiorul nostru va fi imblanzit de Mielul care a fost sacrificat
de la inceputul lumii. Apostolii nu propovaduiesc ca pruncul se va juca langa
culcusul viperei ci inselaciunea sarpelui din noi va fi iluminata de o smerenie
aidoma pruncului. Apostolii nu propovaduiesc ca sabiile vor fi transformate in
otel de pluguri, ci impulsul nostru de dominare asupra altora se va transforma
in inimile noastre intr-un pamant fertil.

Libertatea interioara insuflatd de Duhul care ne elibereaza de patimi
este exact ceea ce permite impardtiei din inimile noastre sa nu fie izolata, sa nu

fie rupta de viata de obste, fapt care este minunat exprimat in Sfanta Liturghie.



SUMMER 2024

17
lar patrunderea in Sfanta Liturghie nu este simpla trecere din pridvor in inte-

riorul bisericii, ci mai de graba este trecerea fiecarui participant prin Imparatia
din interiorul inimii sale in binecuvantata comuniune cu Tatal, Fiul si Sfantul

Dubh, acolo unde suntem cu totii uniti intr-o legatura inseparabild de dragoste
divina.
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Predica la praznicul Adormirii Maicii Domnului
Inalt Preasfintitul Arhiepiscop DANIEL
15 August 2023

Inalt Preasfintite, Maica Gabriella, maici, dragi frati si surori;

Ne unim astazi cu Biserica pentru a sarbatori praznicul Adormiri—o
zi foarte importantai— dedicata binecuvantatei si pururea fecioarei Maria, cea
care a niscut pe Dumnezeu Cuvantul. In esenta, sarbatorim momentul cénd,
la sfarsitul normal al vietii ei pamantesti, Maica Domnului a fost luata la Cer,
adica ridicata la gloria vietii vesnice, sa traiasca pentru totdeauna in perfecta
comuniune cu Dumnezeu.

Astfel, am calatorit astazi aici, de departe si de aproape, in pelerinaj
la aceastd sfanta manastire care slaveste acest praznic. Si ne aldturam Maicii
Gabriella si comunititii monahale care sarbatoreste astizi a doua Inviere; o a
doua si glorioasa victorie a Domnului asupra mortii, o victorie care este ade-
veritd in adormirea Maicii Domnului.

Dupa cum stim, praznicul adormirii Maicii Domnului nu este men-
tionat in Sfanta Scripturd, dar asta nu ii diminueaza cu nimic importanta sau
semnificatia pe care o are in viata Bisericii. Ea este o sarbatoare care s-a nascut
din experienta de viata, de rugaciune si de contemplatie a Bisericii, ghidata de
Stantul Duh. Sfintii apostoli au transmis mai departe Bisericii experienta lor
ca martori directi, asa cum, dupa ei, au facut si Sfintii Parinti, si transmisa in
continuare pana in zilele noastre.

Sfantul loan Damaschinul, vorbeste despre acest moment important
in viata Nascatoarei de Dumnezeu: “Era firesc ca ea, care si-a pastrat curd-
tia intactd la nastere, sa isi pdstreze trupul lipsit de orice stricaciune si dupd
moarte. Era potrivit ca ea care a purtat pe Creator cand era copil, sa locuias-
ca in chivotul legii. Eva firesc ca “sotia” pe care Tatal a ales-o pentru El, sa
locuiasca in camarile ceresti. Era potrivit ca ea care si-a vazut Fiul rastignit
pe Cruce si care a primit in inima ei sabia durerii de care a scapat cand L-a
nascut pe El, s Il priveascd cum std aldturi de Tatal. Era potrivit ca Maica lui
Dumnezeu sa posede ceea ce apartine Fiului, si sa fie slavita de toate fiintele

ca fiind Maica si roaba lui Dumnezeu.”
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Mai aproape de zilele noastre, Sf Ioan de Kronstadt, referitor la sar-

batoarea de astazi, spune: “Astazi, Sfanta Bisericd in mod solemn slaveste
cinstita adormire, sau trecerea Maicii Domnului de la pamant la rai. O trecere
minunatd, o trecere linistita. Sufletul ei este luat in mainile sfinte ale fiului ei
si este dus la Cer, Insotitd de cantdrile ingerilor. Apoi, prea-curatul ei trup
este dus de catre apostoli in Ghetsimani unde este ingropat cu cinste, ca apoi,
a treia zi sa fie ridicat la Cer. Acest lucru se vede In icoana Adormirii. Icoana
reprezintd trupul de viatd purtdtor al Maicii Domnului intins pe un catafalc,
inconjurat de apostoli, iar in centrul icoanei, Domnul care tine in mainile Lui
sufletul prea-curat al Maicii Domnului. Ridicarea la Cer a Maicii Domnului
este un exemplu si un model a trecerii in general a sufletelor crestinilor in cea-
lalta lume.”

Aceste doud pasaje ne reamintesc slava si harurile Maicii Domnului
din timpul vieti, adormirea ei si semnificatia care o are pentru noi.

La sfarsitul Evangheliei care s-a citit (aceiasi Evanghelie care se ci-
teste la praznicele Maicii Domnului), “'Si cand zicea El acestea, o femeie din
multime, ridicdnd glasul, I-a zis: Fericit este pantecele care Te-a purtat §i
fericiti sunt sanii pe care i-ai supt! lar El a zis: Asa este, dar fericiti sunt si cei
ce asculta cuvantul lui Dumnezeu si il pazesc” (Luca 11:27-28).

Auzind aceste cuvinte intr-o zi ca aceasta cand slavim pe Maica Dom-
nului, poate sa para ca intr-un fel Dumnezeu nu da atentie celei care L-a nascut,
precum si rolul ei in misiunea Lui salvatoare. Pare ca El spune , intr-adevar,
cea care M-a nascut si m-a crescut este binecuvantata, dar mai binecuvantati
sunt cei care aud glasul lui Dumnezeu si il pazesc.

Desigur, nu asta este ce spune Evanghelia. Auzind aceste cuvinte, ne
dam seama ca Maria, maica Domnului, Nascatoarea de Dumnezeu, mai mult
decat oricine a auzit glasul lui Dumnezeu si I-a pazit. Ea, cea dintai si in primul
rand cea mai credincioasa fiului, ei a ascultat cuvantul lui Dumnezeu si l-a pa-
zit. Maria nu poate fi depasita in cunoasterea si acceptarea voi lui Dumnezeu
si a raspunde cu toata fiinta ei.

Rolul Mariei in acceptarea voii lui Dumnezeu de la bun inceput este
descrisa la inceputul Evangheliei Sf Luca: “lar in a sasea luna a fost trimis
ingerul Gavriil de la Dumnezeu, intr-o cetate din Galileea, al carei nume era

Nazaret, catre o fecioara logodita cu un barbat care se chema losif, din casa
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Iui David; iar numele fecioarei era Maria” (Luca 1:26-29). Ingerul ii spune
Mariei ca ea este bineplacuta lui Dumnezeu si cd va da nastere unui Fiu care se
va numi lisus si ca I se va da tronul Parintelui Sau David. Dar Maria s-a mirat
de spusele ingerului si a intrebat “ce fel de inchindciune poate fi aceasta? Si
ingerul i-a zis: Nu te teme, Marie, caci ai aflat har la Dumnezeu. Si iata vei
lua in pdntece si vei naste fiu si vei chema numele lui lisus. Acesta va fi mare si
Fiul Celui Preainalt se va chema si Domnul Dumnezeu Ii va da Lui tronul lui
David, parintele Sau. Si va imparati peste casa lui lacov in veci §i imparatia
Lui nu va avea sfarsit. Si a zis Maria catre inger: Cum va fi aceasta, de vreme
ce eu nu stiu de barbat? Si raspunzand, ingerul a zis: Duhul Sfdnt se va pogori
peste tine si puterea Celui Preainalt te va umbri... Si iata, Elisabeta, rudenia
ta, a zamislit i ea fiu la batranetea ei, si aceasta este a sasea lund pentru ea,
cea numita stearpd. Ca la Dumnezeu nimic nu este cu neputintd. Si a zis Ma-
ria, iatd roaba Domnului. Fie mie dupa cuvantul tau!” (Luca 1:29-39).

In acel moment, cand intreaga creatie isi tinea respiratia asteptand si
ascultand raspunsul, Maria aude glasul lui Dumnezeu care li vorbeste prin
cuvintele arhanghelului, intelegand ca aceasta este voia Domnului. Atunci ea
spune, ’da, iatd roaba Domnului. Fie mie dupad cuvantul tau!”

Luca continua sa descrie acest moment de schimbare 1n viata celei pe
care noi o slavim astdzi. Maria, dup ce a conceput pe Dumnezeu Intrupat, prin
interventia Duhului Sfant merge sa o viziteze pe rudenia ei Elisabeta, care tot
in mod miraculos asteapta un prunc. in aceasta intalnire plini de Duhul Sfant,
Maria isi exprimad bucuria cu cantarea a X, pentru ca acum isi da seama de lu-
crurile marete care au loc in viata ei; prin ea se realizeaza tot ceea ce poporul ei
astepta. Elisabeta o intdmpind pe Maria cu aceste cuvinte: "Binecuvantata esti
tu intre femei si binecuvdntat este rodul pantecelui tau...si fericita este aceea
care a crezut ca se vor implini cele spuse ei de la Domnul” (Luca 1:42,45).
Binecuvantata este cea care a crezut. Binecuvantata pentru toate generatiile.
Binecuvéantata pentru credinta ei. De-a lungul Evangheliilor observam adeva-
rata sursd a acestei binecuvantari: credinta ei, increderea ei, ascultarea ei.

Cand pastorii vin sa slaveasca pe noul nascut Rege al Iudeilor, cand
magii vin de la Rasarit, cand Maria trebuie sa fuga in Egipt cu pruncul ei, cand
lisus este pierdut in Templu unde discuta cu rabinii, Maria are incredere. Cand

fiul ei face prima minune in Cana din Galileea, ea este increzatoare. Cand vede
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pe Fiul ei propovaduind si facand minuni, sau chiar atunci cand este intampi-
nat cu urd, ea este increzitoare. In cele din urma, stand la picioarele Crucii in
timp ce iubitul ei Fiu 1si varsa sangele pentru mantuirea lumii, ea continua sa
aiba Incredere, si se pleacd voi lui Dumnezeu. Ea continud sa spund: Da.

Este credinta profunda si staruitoare a Mariei care ne da posibilitatea
sa Intelegem sensul adanc al vietii ei: mila Domnului fiind cu ea, desigur nu a
stiut ce este pacatul, sau stricaciunea morti, ea care a nascut pe Domnul vieti.
Ce noi sarbatorim astdzi este viata ei, rolul pe care ea il are in mantuirea noas-
tra, adormirea si trecerea ei la slava fiului ei. Ea este pentru noi un exemplu si
avem nevoie de protectia si rugaciunile ei. O rugdm sa se roage ca si noi sa fim
chemati de citre Fiul ei in maretia Imparatiei.

Sa ne rugdm astdzi impreund ca Maria, prea-sfanta nascatoare de
Dumnezeu, sa 1si intoarca ochii si asupra noastra, sa ne lumineze calea si sa ne
indrepte spre adevarata noastra destinatie, s ne aduca la Fiul ei. lata ce spune
Sf Grigorie Palamas:

"0, Fecioara dumnezeiascd, cum voi spune toate ale tale? Cum voi
implini dorul? Cum te voi slavi pe tine, comoara slavei? Chiar si numai adu-
cerea-aminte de tine il sfinteste pe cel ce o faces si numai aplecarea spre tine
face mintea mai luminoasa ridicand-o numaidecat spre inaltimea dumneze-
iasca. Trimite din plin mila si harul tau . Alunga pericolele care ne amenin-
ta. Ridica-ne cu puterea ta. Ajutd-ne si ne vindecd dupa trebuinta si nevoile
fiecaruia, si ai mare si multa mila pentru sufletele si trupurile noastre. Si desi
noi nu suntem capabili sa slavim bogdtia sfinteniei tale, invesniceste-ne sd o
facem, ca fiind vindecati prin harul tau sa slavim pe Cuvantul cel prea-vesnic
care s-a ndscut din tine pentru mantuirea noastrd. Impreund cu Tatdl Cel fird
de inceput, cu Preasfantul si bunul si de viata datatorul Tau Duh, totdeauna

’

acum si pururea si in vecii vecilor. Amin.’
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MOSAIC WORK
CONTINUES

The second icon of the
Deisis project, the icon of
the Theotokos, has been
finished and installed this
Spring on the East face of
the church.

By God’s grace we hope to complete the Deisis

project by working on the icon of St John, to be

ready for installation next Spring.

For participation in this project mark your dona-
tions: “mosaic project.”
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How to Live a Christian Life in a Avchimandrite Roman Braga
World without God :

A new book by Fr Roman Braga
to be published soon by the Dormi-
tion Monastery.

It will be available in the Monastery
Giftshop o Vot wihout Gt

odox Monastery.
ichigan

Archimandrite ROMAN BRAGA

EXPLORING THE
INNER UNIVERSE

REVISED EDITION

Joy—The Mystery of Life

The Life and Wisdom of

ARCHIMANDRITE ROMAN
BRAGA DORMITION ORTHODOX MONASTERY
Rives Junction, Michigan

DANIEL B. HINSHAW, MD

Journey to Simplicity Exploring the Inner Universe
$ 38.00 Revised Edition
$27.00
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37th ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE
CELEBRATION
2024

Guest of Honor
His Eminence Archbishop DANIEL
Diocese of the Midwest

Hosted by:
His Eminence Archbishop NATHANIEL
His Grace Bishop ANDREI

PILGRIMAGE SCHEDULE

Wednesday August 14
6:00 pm Vigil of the Feast with Lamentations

Thursday August 15
9:00 am Akathist, Hours and Vesting of Hierarchs
10:00 am Hierarchal Divine Liturgy
2:30 pm Holy Unction Service
5:30 pm Vespers

We ask that guests bring their own lunch.
The monastery will provide refreshments, coffee and sweets.



